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members of the newly-created council; they all arrived
at Calcutta together, and entered upon their duties at
'the same time. The two colleagues of Francis, were
both men of high and old standing in the world j allied
to rank, and with those political connections, without
which it was most rare, in those days, for any man to
attain to eminent employment in the State. But of
General Clavering, and Colonel Monson, more will be
said in the next chapter.
Unhappily, in the eye of the world, there is too close
a connection between my father's public character, and
the character and performances of that great professor
and teacher of defamation, the author of the letters of
Junius, whose school became so extensive.    A few more
words, therefore, on the writings of Junius, the tone of
the political press, and the spirit of party which  dis-
graced those times, may not be considered out of place.
The public and parliamentary language of the time
(from 1760 to 1788), was gross, and contemptuous of
ail authority.    Junius had set the example by insulting
not only the throne, but the private habits and personal
feelings of all classes.     If the King was not too high,
the obscurest magistrate was not too low for his attack.
Junius was the anonymous writer who first assailled all
men under their own names ; he was the subtle assassin
who dropped poison into the cup of not only every public
man but of every private individual whom he thought it
expedient to injure or destroy.   In some cases the poison
was administered to his direct personal enemies;   but
much more frequently it was mixed, and given solely
for the purpose of working out a political end, or for
the mere oratorical object of producing a startling effect
upon the world.    In the majority of cases, there was
not even the bad excuse of vehement feeling or private
passion : he poisoned without hatred or any acquaint-
ance with his victim; he murdered in cold blood.    The
ability of the writer, though for along time extravagantly
overrated, is indisputable;   but its abuses deprive it of
all the higher admiration due to the exercise of talents
bonestiy employed in an honest cause.   The remorseless
and malignant venom of this political serpent, annuls
all oar praise of its force and beauty.   While the school
continued to be the model of English political